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We Live By Faith

ith the 2-year
anniversary of
Hurricane Jeanne
coming upin
September, |
wanted to write a
glowing report of
the transformation within the hard
hit community of SousRaillewhere
Hearts and Hands for Haiti focused
relief efforts.

Just this past week
aHaitianfriend

sent an e-mail

reporting today’s

results of Jeanne
fromnumerous
membersof the SousRaille
community. These were not the
reports| wanted toread! Life
continues to be very difficult. Most
of the gardens have not recovered
as they were covered in debris and
rocks. Most all the livestock has
died. Merchandise intended for
market washed away making
restarting their small businesses
almostimpossible.

Y et with all thesedifficulties, the
reports stated, “I continue to believe
inGod” or “Weliveby faithin God”
or “Keep meinyour prayers’. Yes,
lifeinthiscommunity in Haiti
continues to be hard, yet their faith
in God continues to be strengthened
and renewed.

Some of theways God met themin
their time of need are asfollows:

Several relief agenciesand
ministries cameto assist.

Tents were distributed as
temporary shelter for many
families.

Hearts and Hands for Haiti
(HHH) built 32 homes.

Other groups built some
homesaswell.

Eight days after the flood,
HHH helpedarrangeamemorial
servicefor thefamilieswith lost
loved ones. It was a beginning
for healing.

HHH distributed food
donated by another agency.

Over 300 patientswere
seen by awonderful Haitian-
Americanmedical team.

A well wasdrilled, offering
many familiescleandrinking
water.

Themainirrigation canal
was dredged.

Life continues to be hard,
but their faith in God is
strengthened and renewed.

A new church building is
situated on high ground - a safe
haven for neighbors, bringing
relief to their fears of when
heavy rainsfall again.

The community church in Sous
Raillebeganintheyear 2000 with 4
children, 2 teensand 1 adult. About
60 peoplewere attending in thefall
of 2004 when the hurricane hit.
Twelve peoplefrom thisgroup died.
After the flood, the church met for
more than ayear under the branches
of amango tree to worship.
Eventualy,
land was
purchased
on the side
of alarge,
dry and
rocky hill.
Condruction
of alarge
church
building
began last
yesr.

Though only 2/3's of theroof is
complete, the congregation
continues to grow and worship the
Lord. Atthelower end of the
church property, there are large
mango trees and awell tended
garden. The church shares
mangoes with the children at the

Hearts and Hands

Haiti

home and bananas and okra with
thosein need. Presently there are
130 people worshipers on atypical
Sunday.

This past spring a large crusade was
organized. Approximately 1,500
people packed the church and
hillside each evening. Mangoes
were sold to purchase fuel for the
generator for the services. In June,
Pastor Olius Meriluswasinstalled
as pastor. | have had the privilege
to worship there several times over
the past few years. What a
wonderful and blessed time of
worship.

Lastfall | met 3-year-old Alandie,
the newest member of our Children’s
Training and Nutrition Center, a
precious and swest little girl. “Why
did you accept someone so
young?’ | asked Pere. Pere
explained, “ During hurricane Jeanne,
Alandie held on with determination
to the shoulders of her pregnant
mother who held onto atree as
racing waters rushed by all night.
Alandie' ssiblings died in the flood.
Her parents were eager for Alandie
to enroll inthe children’shome
hoping the leadership and presence
of other children would bring
healingfrom
theemotional
stress and
traumaof the
flood. Their
prayer wasfor
help to bring
long-term
stability to
Alandie.

Presently in
SousRaille,
there are no
schools. Adultswalk many milesto
attend literacy classes. Community
leadersare prayerfully considering
how to use the church structure for
educational purposes.

As you may have noticed, though

the changes are not as dramatic as |
(Continued on back)
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would like to report — | trust you
have sensed from me, thereis hope.
Conditionsareimproving alittleat a
time. Within the lives of these dear
people, perhaps the biggest change
has come spiritualy, for they
continueto say “I believein God” —

Giving Thanks!

* We have been offered a
$5,000.00 matching grant for
any new money we receivefor
Hearts and Hands for Haiti. This
is a great opportunity to have
your donation matched — either
as anew donor or as aregular
donor giving above your regular
amount.

e Thismonth, three of our
communities, Pacot, Tarasse and
Poteaux will be conducting a
week long Biblecamp for the
children.

» We are grateful for the success
of theHaiti Card Project. You
can still order cards—all
proceeds go to the school
preparation fund.

» Wearevery grateful to report
thesafearrival of Shestayna,
daughter of Cherismond &
SherlieDelva. Cherismondis
the founder and director of
Tarasse Community School.
Thisis extraspecia news asthey
lost their first child during labor
and delivery last year.

» Construction is under way for
thenew Vocational School at
Poteaux. We planto offer more
vocational classesin early 2007.

» Jeremiah Dorsaint, Director of
the Pacot school, reports that 12
of his 13 sixth graders have
successfully completed primary

... (Continued from front)

“weliveby faithin
God’. And, asthey
have requested, let’'s
remember tokeepthem
inour prayers.

by Stan Wiebe

school by passing the
government exams.

e What ajoy it was to host Jean
Per e Nadieul during hisrecent
visit to the States. We are
grateful for the opportunities he
had to share with various
groups.

Please Pray For ...

e Continuedemotional healingand
provision for thecommunity of
Sous Raille asthey recover from
the effects of Hurricane Jeannein
September 2004.

e Our school studentsasthey
return to school in early
September. TheChildren’s
Training and Nutrition Center
will have more youth in high
school this year and costs
continue to increase. We need
sponsors for youth at the home
at $25.00 per month and school
students at $15.00 per month.
We are also planning to increase
the number of dayswe feed the
school students each month.

» Electriciansthat are needed to
assist in the construction of our
vocational school later thisyear.

Upcoming Events

* A smal group from Christ
Covenant Church will beto going
toHaiti from September 14-18.

A pastors conference is planned
for Saturday, September 16.

- J

FORMOREINFORMATION
ABOUT HEARTSAND HANDS
FORHAITI,CONTACT:

stan@heartsandhandsforhaiti.org
patty @heartsandhandsforhaiti.org
WK. Ph: 919-755-1903
Hm. Ph: 919-836-1929

ORrRVISIT:
www.heartsandhandsforhaiti.org

HHH Taxdeductible
donationscan begivento:

(Ush)
Hearts and Hands for Haiti
2013 Midwood Drive
Raleigh, NC 27604

(CANADA)
Treesbank Community Church,
P.O. Box 112
Wawanesa, MB ROK 2G0

HHH BoARD oF DIRECTORS:
Scott Bass, Chairperson
ReggieEdwards
Freddy Johnson
Helen Johnson
Robert L ogan, Treasurer
Roberta Mothershead
Carol Sloan
Patty Wiebe, Secretary
Stan Wiebe

e The next team mission venture to

Haiti isplanned for October 18-
23, 2006. Pleaselet us know
immediately if you areinterested.



